SBL (SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE) STYLE SHEET
The Writing Center of VVanguard University | Many thanks to Theresa White, Writing Consultant & Religion Major

SBL Title Page

[2 inch margin]
VANGUARD UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
[2 inch gap, 8-9 lines]
TITLE OF PAPER
DOUBLE SPACED IF MORE THAN ONE LINE
[2 inch gap]

SUBMITTED TO [NAME OF FACULTY MEMBER]
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF
[COURSE NUMBER AND COURSE NAME]

[2 inch gap]

BY
[FIRST NAME LAST NAME]

[CAMPUS BOX NUMBER]

[MONTH DAY, YEAR]

[2 inch margin]

Formatting
For information on margins, headings, page numbering, and footnotes, see the “Student Supplement for The SBL Handbook of
Style” at http://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/SBLHSrevised2_09.pdf

Citing the Bible in Your Paper

“Do you not know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough?” (1 Cor 5:6 NRSV).
The passage in 1 Cor 5 is often considered crucial.

The passage, 1 Cor 5:6, is often considered crucial.

First Corinthians 5:6 is a crucial text.

If you are using one Bible version throughout the paper, note the abbreviation of the version with the first citation as above. If
you use several versions, note which version you are using every time in the parenthetical citation. You do not need to cite the
Bible in the bibliography.

Footnotes, Ensuing Notes, & Bibliographies (your list must be in alphabetical order)

Book with One Author:
| > Charles H. Talbert, Reading John: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Fourth Gospel- (New York:
Crossroad, 1992), 127.

' Talbert, Reading John, 22.

| Talbert, Charles H. Reading John-: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Fourth Gospel. New York: Crossroad,
1992.



Two Authors:

* James M. Robinson and Helmut Koester, Trajectories through Early Christianity (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1971),
237.

12 Robinson and Koester, Trajectories, 23.

Robinson, James M., and Helmut Koester. Trajectories through Early Christianity. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1971.

Three or More Authors (et. al., Latin for “and others™):
"Bernard Brandon Scott et al., Reading New Testament Greek (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1993), 53.

° Scott et al., Reading New Testament Greek, 42.

Scott, Bernard Brandon, Margaret Dean, Kristen Sparks, and Frances LaZar. Reading New Testament Greek. Peabody,
Mass.: Hendrickson, 1993.

Translated Book:
“Wilhelm Egger, How to Read the New Testament: An Introduction to Linguistic and Historical-Critical
Methodology (trans. P. Heinegg; Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1996), 28.

18 Egger, How to Read, 291.

Egger, Wilhelm. How to Read the New Testament: An Introduction to Linguistic and Historical-Critical Methodology.
Translated by P. Heinegg. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1996.

Book with an Editor:
> Jeffrey H. Tigay, ed., Empirical Models for Biblical Criticism (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
1985), 35.

® Tigay, Empirical Models, 38.
Tigay, Jeffrey H., ed. Empirical Models for Biblical Criticism. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1985.
Essay in an Edited Book:

*Harold W. Attridge, “Jewish Historiography,” in Early Judaism and Its Modern Interpreters (ed. R. A. Kraft and G.
W. E. Nickelsburg; Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986), 311-43.

® Attridge, “Jewish Historiography,” 314-17.

Note: If subsequent references could be confused with another article by the same author, include the information concerning
the editors.

° Attridge, “Jewish Historiography,” in Kraft and Nickelsburg, Early Judaism, 314-17.

Attridge, Harold A. “Jewish Historiography.” Pages 311-43 in Early Judaism and Its Modern Interpreters. Edited by R. A.
Kraft and G. W. E. Nickelsburg. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986.

Article in a Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia
! Stanley D. Walters, “Jacob Narrative,” ABD 3:599-609.

® Walters, “Jacob Narrative,” 3:606.

Walters, Stanley D. “Jacob Narrative.” Pages 359-609 in vol. 3 of The Anchor Bible Dictionary. Edited by David Noel
Freedman. 6 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1992.

Note: When multiple articles from the same dictionary or encyclopedia have been used, list the work as a whole under the
editor in the bibliography, but cite the individual authors and articles in the footnote as above.

Freedman, David Noel, ed. The Anchor Bible Dictionary. 6 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1992.



Article in a Lexicon or Theological Dictionary
® K. Dahn, W. Liefeld, “See, Vision, Eye,” NIDNTT 3:511-21.

% Dahn, NIDNTT 3:511.
Note: Cite only the theological dictionary in the bibliography.
Brown, Colin, ed. New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. 4 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975-1985.
A Multivolume Work:

>Bruce W. Winter and Andrew D. Clarke, eds., The Book of Acts in Its Ancient Literary Setting (vol. 1 of The Book of
Acts in Its First Century Setting; ed. B. W. Winter; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993), 25.

18 Winter and Clarke, eds., Acts, 25.

Winter, Bruce W. and Andrew D. Clarke, eds. The Book of Acts in Its Ancient Literary Setting. Vol. 1 of The Book of Acts in
Its First Century Setting. Edited by Bruce W. Winter. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993.

Volume in a Commentary Series
18 Claus Westermann, Genesis 12-36 (trans. John J. Scullion; CC; Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995), 25.

20 \Westermann, Genesis 1236, 44.
Westermann, Claus. Genesis 12-36. Translated by John J. Scullion. Continental Commentaries. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995.

Avrticle in a Scholarly Journal:
"Blake Leyerle, “John Chrysostom on the Gaze,” “JECS 1 (1993): 159-74.

% Leyerle, “Chrysostom,” 161.
Leyerle, Blake. “John Chrysostom on the Gaze.” Journal of Early Christian Studies 1 (1993): 159-74.

Avrticle in a Magazine :
8 Anthony J. Saldarini, “Babatha’s Story,” BAR 24, no. 2 (March/April 1998): 28-33, 36-37, 72-74.

Saldarini, Anthony J. “Babatha’s Story.” Biblical Archaelogy Review 24, no. 2 (March/April 1998): 28-33, 36-37, 72-74.

Footnotes, Ensuing Notes, and Bibliographies for Electronic Sources

Internet Publication without a Print Counterpart:

"R. Timothy McLay, “The Goal of Teaching Biblical and Religious Studies in the Context of an Undergraduate
Education,” SBL Forum, 6 October 2006, <http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/article .aspx?articleld=581> (2 February
2008).

° McLay, “The Goal of Teaching.”

McLay, R. Timothy. “The Goal of Teaching Biblical and Religious Studies in the Context of an Undergraduate Education.”
SBL Forum 6 October 2006. <http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/article.aspx?articleld=581> (2 February 2008).

Internet Publication with a Print Counterpart:
® Charles Truehart, “Welcome to the Next Church,” Atlantic Monthly 278 (August 1996): 37-58.
<http://www.theatlantic.com/atlantic/issues/96aug/nxtchrch/nxtchrch.htm> (5 May 1997).

2 Truehart, “Next Church,” 37.

Truehart, Charles. “Welcome to the Next Church.” Atlantic Monthly 278 (August 1996): 37-58.
<http://www.theatlantic.com/atlantic/issues/96aug/nxtchrch/nxtchrch.htm> (5 May 1997).

This handout is based on the 1999 edition SBL Handbook of Style edited by Patrick H. Alexander, John F. Kutsko, James D.
Ernest, et al., published by Hendrickson Publishers in Peabody Massachusetts and on the 2009 “Student Supplement for The
SBL Handbook of Style” compiled by Melanie Greer Nogalski, et al. and edited by Joel M. LeMon and Brennan W. Breed,
published online at http://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/SBLHSrevised2 09.pdf (15 Sept 2009).




